
 

Griffin Inn   

There is a local tradition that the Cromwell 

family once lived in the Griffin Inn, and also 

that Oliver Cromwell stayed there prior to 

the Battle of St Fagans. There is no 

evidence to support this, and it is most 

likely that the Inn’s only Cromwellian 

association is with Oliver Cromwell’s 
soldiers. 

 

They may have been billeted there during their South Wales campaign, when 

they are reported to have pillaged the lead from the tower of the parish church. 

(The Cromwells did originally come from Llanishen, but migrated to the Home 

Counties in the 15th Century.) 

 

During the 19th century, and the 

decline of the Established Church 
in Lisvane, Lisvane Church was 

very dilapidated and it was seldom 

that services were actually held 

there. It was said that the vicar of 

the time, the Rev Benjamin Jones, 
and his Sexton, would arrive, and 

if no-one came for the service, 

they would cross the road to the 

Griffin Inn to refresh themselves.  

The Tredegar and Pentyrch Hounds outside the Griffin 
Inn, probably 1916. The licensee’s name, (Mrs) J 
Williams can be seen to the right of the door. The 

building on the extreme right is a cowshed belonging 
to the inn.  

The pub used to be known as the 

‘Black Griffin’, a name derived 

from part of the Morgan family’s 
arms (a griffin sergeant sable). 

The Griffin was part of the estate 

of the Morgan family of Tredegar 

House. 

 

Lloyd Tudor, a licensee for many years, in 
the bar of the Griffin Inn prior to 
modernisation in the 1950s 



 

 

Ty Mawr  (in English – Big House)  

On the hill overlooking Lisvane was originally a 

farm, part of the estate of the Lewis family. In 

1900, some land was let to Lisvane Golf Club, 

who established a 9-hole course there. (Two 

years later, the club transferred to Radyr, taking 

the clubhouse with them.) Until shortly after the 

Second World War, the hounds of the local hunt 

were kennelled at Ty Mawr. In the 1960s, the 

Lisvane Agricultural Show, by then mostly a 

horse show, was held there. Ty Mawr became a 

Public House in the 1960s.  
 

The Red Cow? 

There is a local tradition that for some time in the 19th century, Erw-wen, on 

Rudry Road, was a pub, or, at least, a beer house, possibly called the Red Cow, 

although neither census enumerations or directories provide any support for the 

idea.  

  

 


