
 

The first record of education is the Mary Lewis Charity, which in 1728 
provided £23 per annum for teaching and apprenticing poor children in 
Llanishen and Lisvane. 

At the beginning of the 18th Century, an Anglican clergyman , Griffith 
Jones of Llandowror started the Circulating Schools. He trained a small 
group of teachers at his centre in Carmarthenshire and these then went 
out and stayed three or six months in each place, and then passed on to 
other centres leaving their more apt pupils to carry on the work. The 
first such school in Glamorgan was held in Llanishen in 1738/39 and one 
was set up in Lisvane in 1742/3 and again in 1744/45. 

In the early 19th century, there was a small school in a shed at the back 
of Lisvane church. (The church itself could not be used because in the 
middle years of the century, it was in a very dilapidated condition.) The 
master was a man called George Matthews who had few qualifications, 
being able to read and write and teach a little maths. Most of the 
teaching was in Welsh, which seemed to be in general use in the village. 
He died in 1845 and his school ceased to function. The Church School in 
Llanishen, originally founded in 1824, was then the only school for the 
parishes. 

The Lisvane County School (right, now "The 
Old School") was opened in 1913, but as the 
village grew in the 20th century, there was 
a need for a bigger school and the current 
Lisvane Primary School in Rowan Way 
opened in 1967. In the years immediately 
prior to this the Memorial Hall was used for 
extra classrooms.  

The Lisvane Community Council  (LCC) purchased 2/3 of the County 
School site in November 1983 with the County Library Service occupying 
the remainder of the site. In September 1997 the Lisvane Library 
building was condemned and demolished and since the Council 
indicated there was no possibility of a replacement building in the 
foreseeable future, the LCC purchased the remaining 1/3 of the site. The 
complex is used for community and social activities, including the 
community run Cabin Library, and various educational classes. 

  


