
 

In about 537 AD, the Christian religion came to the area (not for the 
first time) through the work of St Isan (known in Latin as Dionysius) 
who came as a disciple of St Teilo from Hereford. He first established a 
llan (religious settlement) on the Taff (Llandaff), then moved east with 
St Edyrn to establish a llan at Llanishen and Llanedyrn. Although the 
identification of Isan with Denys suggest they were founded by the 
same person, there are authorities who ascribe the foundation of 
Lisvane Parish to St Gwatkin, who was also a disciple of St Teilo. There 
is a reference to the death of St Isan in the “Life of Saint Samson of Dol”, 
which is a 7th century document, and one of the earliest sources of Welsh 
Church history. 

Church  

The coming of the Normans in the 11th 
century brought the parochial system, 
which resulted in the building of the 
present churches in Llanishen and 
Lisvane. From the records, it would 
appear that Llanishen and Lisvane have 
always been combined parishes. The 
parish is first mentioned in the Treaty of 
Woodstock in 1126.  

The Charter of Nicholas, signed in 1153, 
used the following words: “….Capellam 
Scti Dionysii De Kibor, Capellam 
Lliffenni……..”  (the former reference 
being to Llanishen, and the latter to 
Lisvane) to confirm the grants of certain 
parishes and benefices to the Abbey at 
Tewkesbury. This was confirmed a few 
years later by Henry II.  

 

The dissolution of the monasteries, in Henry VIII’s time, freed the 
churches from allegiance to Tewkesbury, and various Royal 
Commissions visited the district and appropriated many of the 
possessions of the churches. 



The first named incumbent of the Parish of Llanishen and Lisvane is a 
Morgan Gwyn in the year 1558. Following the Civil War, and the 
Restoration of the Monarchy in 1660, John Howard became the Parish 
priest in 1662, and there is an unbroken record of incumbents from that 
date. 

The church building apparently suffered during the Civil War in the mid 
17th century, when some of Cromwell’s forces allegedly pillaged the lead 
from the tower of the parish church 

During the 19th century, Lisvane Church and its surroundings were in a 
very dilapidated state: there were holes in the roof, windows broken, 
and birds building nests in and out of the building, and it was very 
seldom that services were held there. It was said that the vicar of the 
time, the Rev Benjamin Jones, and his Sexton, would arrive, and if no-
one came for the service, they would cross the road to the Griffin Inn to 
refresh themselves.  

The decay of the church contrasts with that of Llanishen, which suffered 
none of the same problems, although the decay cannot have been the 
result of a shortage of money because the value of Lisvane, always 
greater than that of Llanishen, was considerable. 

The result of the neglect is that only the walls of the West tower (which 
still has a window of the decorated period) and the South doorway 
leading into the church from the South porch (in which is still to be 
found a holy water stoop) remain from the original church building. 
The stoop, unlike that near the font in Llanishen, escaped the attentions 
of Cromwell’s men. The font also is very old. 

The Rev Thomas Rees was appointed vicar in 1861, and immediately 
embarked on an extensive scheme of works repairs.   He provided the 
first proper home for the parish priest, at Velindre, in Cefn On, built in 
1863/5, and in 1878 embarked on a restoration of the church, which was 
concluded in 1878. Significant restoration work, and additions to the 
inside of the church, were also made in the 20th century. 

Chapel 



Prior and during the period of the parish church’s decay, 
Nonconformism became strong in the area. In about 1638, the growth of 
Puritanism in the Cardiff area led to the setting up of a number of 
meeting places. During the latter part of 18th century, the Established 
Church suffered due to absentee and indifferent vicars, but the Free 
Churches were enjoying considerable success.  

Methodist, Baptists and Wesleyans worshipped together in various 
houses, but after 1782, the Baptists went their own way. The site where 
the first chapel was established was bought for the Baptists in 1789. In 
1792, two houses that stood on the site were converted into a chapel.  In 
1818, the second chapel was opened. In 1856, the members decided to 
rebuild the chapel because the foundations were becoming unsafe, and 
this, the third chapel on the site, was opened later that year. 

  

 


